
Services Sunday 26 December 2021  
 
 
Kirkurd & Newland Worship - 10am– David Henderson-Howat in church 
 
St Andrew's Zoom Worship - 11.30am - Colin Herd on Zoom (see email for link) 
 
Carlops Church Zoom Worship - 10am - Murray Campbell church and on Zoom (see email for 
link) 

FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS 
Sharing of News & Information 
Anything you would like shared should be emailed to  
intimations@standrews-westlinton.org   
by Thursday lunchtime  would be really helpful to allow 
time to collate and distribute it. 

Minister for West Tweeddale 
Rev. Dr. Tony Foley 
Email  foley.tony@gmail.com 
Telephone 07793 294000  

The Church has worked closely with the Scottish Government 
throughout the pandemic as part of the faith and belief network 
group, which asked Professor Leitch to record a short video to  
explain why some restrictions are still necessary.   
                       https://youtu.be/jyFndtnQ0yQ 

Don’t forget to save your 
used stamps.  We send 
them off to be recycled and 
raise funds for charity. 

mailto:foley.tony@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/jyFndtnQ0yQ


Reflection 19/12/21 for Linkage News 
 
Luke 1: 39-55 & Hebrews 10:5-10  
 
At this time of year, we tend to think about the gifts we would like and the gift we will give. 
 
The reading in Luke tells us what Mary would as, what we would call the first Christmas, approaches.  She 
wants all she believes about Israel to come true. All the prophesies and writing she knows so well. Her 
song is even based on old scripture.  If you get a chance read Hannah’s song in 1 Samuel 2.   
 
The gifts she is looking for is for God to keep the promise made to her ancestors to: 

come to the help of Israel 
to show mercy, and   
bring about social justice – thinking about the hungry and the poor.  

  
In giving birth to Jesus she gives us the most marvelous of gifts. It is that gift that is most in our minds at 
this time of year. 
 
In our reading from Hebrews we hear about unwanted gifts we should be giving to the Lord. not wanted – 
the ritual burnt sacrifices. An indication that the just following old rules is not enough. It needs to be more 
personal a gift. The gift wanted is to do God’s will and the gift Jesus gave to us all was his sacrifice on the 
cross. 
 
We know Jesus died for us:  

so that our broken relationship with God can be restored 
we might be forgiven for our sins 
so, we might have eternal life  
so, we might enter the Kingdom of God 
 

God gives us his grace. A grace that forgives and strengthens. A grace that brings us nearer to God. And 
as if that’s not more than enough He also gives the Holy Spirit to guide us through our daily lives. 
 
I hope you have a marvelous Christmas. I hope you have joy in the presents you receive whether they are 
what you asked for or a surprise.   
 

remember the present of a child in a manger    
remember the present of a man on a cross 
remember the present of the Holy Spirt always by your side. 

 
Have a very Merry Christmas enjoy all your gifts.  
 
Steven Whalley 
 


